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Season of Invitation - Background 
 

If needed, review that framework and context of why we’re having this 
dialogue of invitation in our groups. For those who haven’t been part of the 
first three sessions, you can summarize the discussion and conversation 
your group has had in regards to invitation and conversion.  
 
 
Session 4 Objectives 
 

These objectives might be helpful in shaping and guiding the discussion to a 
healthy landing spot by the end of the night. 
 

a. practice the art of listening (both ways)   
b. give and receive feedback regarding your 55-word gospel   
c. decide on a practical outlet of how you will engage someone about 

Christ   
 
Acts 8:26-40 (Philip and the Ethiopian)   
 

Read through the passage in Acts 8:26-40. 
  
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the 
desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started 
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way 
home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.  
 
29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip 
ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, 
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him.  
 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
 Who can speak of his descendants? 

For his life was taken from the earth.”  
 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 
about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very 
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 
Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the 
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.  
 

 

1. What stood out to you about this interaction?  
 
2. What might be something that could be modeled in our context?  
 

 
 
Listening Exercise 
 

Give everyone an opportunity to share their 55 word gospel and to receive 
feedback. This can also be a practice run of learning to simply listen and not 
respond (or be defensive). This should help us be more empathetic with our 
friend and truly seek to understand their perspective and understanding.  
 

 

Two people volunteer to practice sharing and listening to the 55 word 
gospel, while others watch.  
 
[Speaker] Share your 55 word gospel  
 
[Listener] Having heard that, what’s the first question that comes 
into your head?  
 
[Speaker] Don’t answer the question. Instead, consider: Is that the 
question you wanted to be asked? What does that question tell you 
about what your were communicating?  
 
[Group] What were your observations about this interaction?  
 
[Group] What feedback do you have to this 55 word Gospel?  
 
[Speaker] How did this exercise make you feel? 
 
Repeat with other people in the group.  
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Debriefing 
 

Once everyone has shared, take a moment to do any additional debriefing 
from the exercise.  
 

 

3. What did this experience teach you about communication?  
 
4. What will you do differently now when you have the opportunity 
to listen to someone?  
 

 
 
Practical Outlet 
 

After the exercise, spend some time dialoguing through a practical outlet of 
how you intend to connect someone with God’s story. We highly recommend 
each person to send out their 55-word gospel to a non- churched friend for 
their critique and feedback, but there are other ways to engage as well. The 
main point is to do something practical.  
 
Examples:  
 

• Send out your 55-word Gospel for feedback and critique  
• When you send your 55 word gospel to a non-churched friend, 

you can’t initially respond back with answers, only an 
acknowledgement and an invitation to meet again later to talk 
through those questions. Take in the feedback and critique.  

 
• Share personal stories  

• Meet up with an unchurched to hear their story and if there have 
been any impactful moments (both positive and negative) in 
regards to their experience with God and church. If an 
opportunity comes up, share your story after you’ve 
demonstrated a genuine ability in listening to theirs.  

 
• Acts of Kindness  

• Practically show God’s love in a tangible way and look for an 
opportunity to make a connection to God’s story of servanthood 
and hospitality  

 

Additional Resources 
 

 
“Communication isn't what you say. It's what happens in the minds of those 
who listen.” - Steven Tomlinson  
 
 
Real listening means imagining yourself into the other’s experience: 
concentrating, asking questions. Understanding is furthered not by knowing 
(“I understand”) but by investigating—asking for elaboration, inquiring into 
the concrete particularity of the speaker’s experience.  
 

- Nichols, Michael P., The Lost Art of Listening  
 
 
“Game designer Brian Moriarty once pointed out that there was a time when 
we didn't use the word “listen,” instead we said “list!” And where did this 
come from? Well, what do we do when we listen? We tip our head to one 
side — our head literally lists, as a boat at sea. And when we tip to one side, 
we put ourselves off balance; we accept the possibility of upset. When we 
listen deeply we put ourselves in a position of risk. We accept that possibility 
that what we hear may upset us, may cause everything we know to be 
contradicted. It is the ultimate in open-mindedness. It is the only way to learn 
the truth. You must approach everything as a child does, assuming nothing, 
observing everything, listening as Herman Hesse describes in Siddhartha: 
To listen with a silent heart, with a waiting, open soul. Without passion, 
without desire, without judgment, without rebuke.”  
 

- Schell, Jesse (2008-08-04). The Art of Game Design: A book of lenses 
(Kindle Locations 766-772). Taylor & Francis. Kindle Edition.  
 


